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was n th year C that a coinbin-
afioii of events into which I need
not enter caused Mr Sherlock

Holmes and myself to spend sonic
v fka In mr of our great university

tlwns and it was during this time
that the mall but instructive adtveu-
tiii which I am about to relate befell
iv It will be obvious that anydetai-
hith would help the reader to exactly

M utify the college of the crinn
would be injudicious and offensive K-

Tiinful a scandal may well be allowed
to lie out With due discretion the
Iii id nt itself may be

since it serves to illustrate
si fine of those qualities for which my-
f ind was remarkable will endeavor
in my statement to avoid such terms
fs would serve to limit the events to
any particular place or give a clue as

We Were residing at the time in fur
rished lodgings close to a library wher
Sherlock Holmes was pursuing some
laborious researches in early KnglV
charters researches which led to re
ills so striking that they may be the
iibj ct of one of my future narratives

lit i It wa that one evening we
a visit from an acquaintance

Mi Hilton Soames tutor and lecturer-
th College of St Lukes Mr

i mes a tall spark man of a iier-
is excitable temperament 1 had

iv ys known him to be hit
manner but on this occasion

vas In such a state of uncontrollable
tation that it was clear something

unusual had occurred
1 trust Mr Holmes that you can-
s me a few of your Valuable

We have had a very painful in
iit at St Lukes and really but
the hai py chance of your being in
ii I should have been at a los what-

t do
I am very Lusy just now and I de

r tto distractions my friend an-
v I should much prefer that
V u called In the aid of the police

Xo no my dear sir such a course
utterly impossible When once the

is evoked it cannot be stayed again
iii i this is just one of thos cases
iirt for the credit of the college it

most ssential to avoid a scandal
discretion Is as well known as

ur powers and you are the man in
Mi world who can help mf I beg you
M i HolnHai to do what you can

My friends temper had not improved
iiif been deprived of the con
tnial surroundings of Baker street

Without his scrapbooksi his chemicals
ltd his comely untidiness he was an

i mi for table man He shrugged his
l aiders in ungracious acquiescence
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Whet our visitor ill hurri d words and
with much fxeitabl gesticulation
poured forth hisstory

I must explain to you Mr Holmes
that tomorrow is the first day of the

i subject hi Gre translation which the
candidate has not seen This passage-
is printed on the examination paper
nnd it would naturally be an immense
advantage If the candidate could pre-
pare it in advance For this reason
great care Is taken to keep the paper
secret

Today about 3 oclock the proofs
of this paper arrived from the printers
The exercise consists of half a chapter-
of Thucydides I had to read it over
carefully as the text must be absolute-
ly correct At my task was not yet
completed I had
to take tea in a friends rooms so I
left the proof upon my desk I wasamen rather more than an houryou are aware Mr Holmes that
our college doors are double a gr en
baize one within and a heavy oak one
without As I approached my outer
door I was amazed to see a key in it
For an instant I imagined that I had
left my own there but on feeling in mvpocket I found it was all right The
only duplicate which existed so far as
I knew was that which belonged to
my servant man who has
looked after my room for ten years
and whose honesty is absolutely above
suspicion 1 found that key was in
deed his that he had entered my room
to know if 1 wanted tea and that he
had very carelessly left the key in the
door when he came out His visit to
my room must have been within a very
few minutes of my leaving it His

about the key would have
mattered little upon any other occasion
but on this oiv day It has produced the
roost deplorable consequences-

The moment 1 looked at my table-
I was aware that someone had rum-
maged among my papers The proof
was in three long slips I had left
them all together Now I found that
one of them was lying on the floor one
was on the side table near the window
and the third was where I had left
it

Holmes stirred for the first time
The first page on the floor the sec-

ond in the window the third where you
left it said he

Exactly Mr Holmes You amaze
me How could you possibly know
thatPray Continue your very interesting
statement

For an instant I imagined that Ban

I examination for the Fortes ue scholar
ship J am one of the eXitinncr3 M
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nister had taken the unpardonable
of examining my papers He de-

nied it however with the utmost
neatness and I am convinced that he

I was speaking the truth The
was that someone passing had ob

the key iu the door had known

look at the papers A large sum of
I money is at for the scholarship

is a very valuable one and an
j man might yery well run a risk

in order to gain an advantage over his
I

Bannister was very much upset by
I Incident He had nearly fainted

been tampered with I gave
j him a Jiltle brandy and left him
I In a chair while I made a most
J careful examination of the room I
soon saw that the intruder had left
other traces of his presence besides the

I rumpled papers On the table in the
j window were several shreds from a
pencil had been sharpened A
broken tipof lead was there also
Evidently the rascal Ijad copied the
paper in a great hurry had broken his
pencil and had been compelled to put
a fresh point to it

Excellent said Holmes who was
recovering his good humor as his at
terttion became more engrossed by the
case Fortune has been your friend

This was not all I have a new
writing table with a fine Surface of red
leather I am prepared to swear and
so is Bannister that it was smooth
and unstained Now J found a clean
cut in it about three inches long not a
mere scratch but a positive cut Not
only this but on the table I found a
small ball of black dough or clay withspecks of something which looks like
sawdust in it I am convinced that
these marks were left by th man
who rifled the papers There were no
footmarks and noother evidence as to
his identity I wag at my wits ends
when suddenly the happy thought oc
crrred to me that you were in the
town and I came straight round to
put the matter into your hands Do
help me Mr Holmes You see my di
lemma Either I must find the man or
else th examination must be postponed
until fresh papers are prepared and
since this cannot toe done without ex
planation there will ensue a hideous
scandal which will throw a cloud not
only on the college but on the univer-
sity Above all things I desire to set
tle the matter quietly and discreetly

T shall be hqppy to look into It and
to give you such advice as I can said
Holmes rising arid putting on his over-
coat is not entirely devoid

ear-
l

red
that r WaM out and had entered to

ke

t

f lows

I he found the had
te1Iy

whl h

I

The

lib-
erty

alterna-
tive

unscru-
pulous

when that papers un-
do t

col-
lapsed

ling

case

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬
¬

¬

>>

AND THE MUMMY SIGHED
L

A BLOW TO HIS DIGNITY
Brian more in sorrow than in anjj r to his new If It weally must

be blowed 1 would rathah have my own blow thankoo London Opinion

Fair Aneria iOGki g at Ml
ever he playe lirtflg AMy Ste atv

0W5 HJV pa womlai f

I h-

sc
V J r

tt
I

I

w

mity5y1MN i T

nun i

<

SHEER IMPOSITIONl THE vABSOLUTE ESSENCEt

Arcnitect And about the drawing room sir
Newrieh NOW look here Ive yer put a blllter

room when I billiards aadlu reading roost when
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of interest Had anyone visited you in
your room after the papers came to
youYes young Daulat Has an
student who lives on the same
came In to ask me some iH Hlculars
about the examination

For which he was entered
Yes
And the paperswere on your table
To the best of my belief they were

rolled up
But recognized as proofs
Possibly-
No one else in your room
No
Did anyone know that these proofs

would be there
No one save the printer
Did this Bannister know
No certainly not No one knew
Where is Bannister now
He was ill poor fellow I lefthim collapsed in the chair I was

in such a hurry to come to you
You left your door open-
I locked the papers first
Then it amounts to this Mr Soamesthat the Indian student recog-

nized the roll as being proots the man
who tampered with them came upon
them accidentally without knowing
that they were there

So it seems to me
Holmes gave an enigmatic smile

Well said he let us go round Not
one of your Watson mental not

All right come if want-
to Now Mr your uspo
salThe sitting room of our client opened
by a long lo latticed window on to
the ancient lichentinted court of the
old college A Gothic arched door led
to a worn stone staircase On the
ground floor vwis the tutors room
Above were three students one 011 each
story It was already twilight when we
reached the scene of the problem
Holmes halted and looked earnestly at
the window Then he approached It
and standing on tiptoe with his neck
craned he looked into the room

He must have entered through the
door There Is no opening except the
one pane said our learned guide

Dear me said Holmes and he
smiled in a singular way as he glanced-
at our companion Well if there Is
nothing to be learned here we had best
go inside

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
and ushered us intci his room We stood
at the entrance wmle Holmes made an

I examination of carpet-
I amAfraid there are no signs here

said he One could hardly nope for
any upon so dry a day Your servant

indian
wait

might be
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seems to have quite recovered You left
him in a chair you say Which chair

By window there-
I see Near this little table You

can come in now I have finished with
the carpet Let us take the little table
first Of course what has happened is
very clear The man entered and took
the papers y sheet from the
central table He carried them over
to the window table because from there
he could see if you came across the
courtyard and so could effect an

AH a matter of fact he could not
said Soames for I entered by the side
door

Ah thats good Yell anyhow that
was in his mind Let me see the three
slips No finger impressions no
Well he carried over this one first
and he copied it How long would it
take him to do that using every pps
sible contraction A quarter of an
hour not less Then he tossed it down
and seized the next He was in the
midst of that when your return caused
him to make a very hurried retreat
very hurried since he had not time to
replace the papers which would tell you
that he had been there You wer not
aware of any hurrying feet on the stair
as you entered the outer door

No I cant say I was
Well he wrote so furiously that he

broke his pencil and had as you ob
serve to sharpen it again This is of
interest Watson The pencil was not
an ordinary one It was above the

with a soft lead the outer
color was dark blue the makers name
was printed in silver lettering and the
piece remaining is only about an

a half long Look for such a pen
cil Mr Soames and you have got your
man When I add that he possesses a
large and very blunt knife you have-
an additional aid

Mr Soames was somewhat over-
whelmed by this flood of information-

I can follow the other points said
he but really in this matter of the
length

Holmes held out a small chip with
the letters NN and a space of clear
wood after them

You see
No I fear that even now
Watson I have always done you an

Injustice There are others What
could this NN be It is at the end of
a word You are aware that Johann
Faber is the most common makers
name Ts it not clear that there is-

just as much of the pencil left as usu
ally follows the He held
small table sideways to the electric
light I was hoping that if the paper
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on which he wrote was thin some trace
of it might have come through upon
this polished surface No I see noth-
ing I dont think there is anything

j more to be learned here Now for the
central This small pellet is I
presume the black doughy mass you
spoke of Roughly pyramidical in shape
and hollowed out I perceive As you
say there appear to be grains of saw
dust in it Dear me this is very in-
teresting And the positive tear
I see It began with a thin scratch
and ended with a jagged hole I am
much indebted to you for directing my
attention to this case Mr Soames
Where does that door lead to

To my bedroom
Have you been in it since your ad-

venture
No I came straight away for you-
I should to have a glance

round What a charming oldfash
ioned room Perhaps you will kindly
wait a minute until I have examined-
the floor No I see nothing What
about this curtain You hang your
clothes behind it If anyone were forced
to conceal himself in this room he must
do it there since the bed Is too low
and the wardrobe too shallow No one
there I suppose

As Holmes d vv the curtain I was
aware from some little rigidity and
alertness of his attitude that he
prepared for an emergency As a mat-
ter of fact the drawn curtain disclosed
nothing but three or four suits of
clothes hanging from a line of pegs
Holmes turned away and stooped

to the floor
Halloa Whats this said he

It was a small pyramid of black put
tylike stuff exactly like tne one upon
the table of the study Holmes held it
out on his open palm in the glare of the
electric light

Your visitor seems to have left
traces in your bedroom as well as in
your sitting room Mr Soa nes

What could he have wanted there-
I think it is clear enough Y6u

came back by an unexpected way and
so he had ito warning until you were
at the very door What could he do
He caught up everything which would
betray him and he rusned into your
bedroom to conceal himself

Good gracious Mr Holmes do you
mean to tell me that all the time I
was talking to Bannister in this room
we had the man prisoner if we had
only known it

So I read it
Surely there is another alternative

Mr Holmes I dont know whether
you observed my bedroom window
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three separate windows one swinging
on hinge and large enough to admit ti
manExactly And it looks out on an
angle of the coutyard so as to be part
ly invisible The man might have ef
fected his entrance there left traces
as he passed through the bedroom and
finally finding the door open have es-
caped that way

Holmes shook his head impatiently
Let us be practical said he I

understand you to say that there at
three students who use this stair and
are in the habit of passing your door

Yes there are
And they are all in for this exam-

ination
Yes
Have you any reason to any

one of them more than the others
Soames hesitated
It is a very delicate question said

he One hardly likes to throw suspi
cion where there are no proofs

Let us hear the suspicions I will
look after the proofs-

I will tell you then in a few words
the character of the three men who
inhabit these rooms The lower of the
three is Oilchriat a flue scholar and
athlete plays in the Rugby team
the cricket team for the college and
got his blue for the hurdles and the
long jump He is a fine manly Mellow
His father was the notorious Sir Jbex
Gilchrist who ruined himself on
turf My scholar has been left very
poor but he Is hardworking auld in-
dustrious He will do well

The second floor is inhabited by
Daulat Ras the Indian He is a quiet
inscrutable fellow as most of those In
dians are He is well up in his work
though his is his weak subject
He is steady and methodical

The top floor belongs Mc
Laren He is a brilliant fellow when

Intellects of the university but he
is wayward dissipated and

He was nearly expelled over a
card scandal in his first year He has
been idling all this term and he must
look forward with dread to the exam
ination

Then it is he whom you suspect
I dare not go so far as that But

of the three He is perhaps the least un
likely

Exactly Now Mr Soamei us
have a look at your servant Bannis
terHe was a a little whitefaced clean
shaven grizzlyhaired fellow of 6 He
was still suffering from this sudden
disturbance of the quiet routine of his
life His plump face was twitching
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Love Sonnet of a Wife
Maurice Smiley in Collier

Lt night Beloved in ytMBr die i JVM
spoke

My name Ah how my IMMPIII sve ly
thrilled

To think that loving thoughts of
that filled

Your waking hours had like pent straRiHjt
that choke

Their Wosttomad banks o nag
broke

On dreaaiBborae Yet it aeeanC
clasp was chilled

As you laid down my has and s jne
thine stilled

The qa nhe rtg that UttnYhletil on
your lip You woke

1 Mk M you why you called m Kittle
though

You always called me Kate haters
love

When bad had a few and said Kfttb
teen

New this is what 1 want dear Hoart fao

Know s-

Am 1 the facecard you wee jQrniIi-
Or

Or laid you filled and missed out on the
Heen
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